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WHAT IF YOU DISAGREE WITH THE ASSESSED VALUE   

 

If you believe that the assessed value of your property is incorrect, you have a number 
of things that you can do. The first, and most important, is to go to the assessing 
office, or call, and ask to review your assessment file with an assessing appraiser. 
Review the file and make sure the information that the assessing office has is correct. 
For instance, make sure the square footage of the home or garage, age of the 
improvements, condition of the improvements, etc. that are contained on the record are 
accurate. If not, request that the appraiser conduct a field inspection, correct the 
mistakes and recalculate your assessed value. If the information on file for your property 
appears to be correct, ask how the assessed value was calculated and if the appraiser 
can give you some market sales that support that value. Sometimes in checking the 
calculations an error might be found and corrected.  The appraiser can offer to make a 
property sales grid that will compare your property to similar properties that have sold. 
This is similar to what a fee appraiser would do if you were to contract him/her to do a 
market appraisal of your property.  This sales grid should support the assessed value.  

If you and the assessing staff cannot come to an agreement of value that is satisfactory 
to you, the next step is to appeal to the Board of Equalization. This board is composed 
of citizens of Kodiak with some expertise or interest in the local real estate market.  
There are several things you need to know about appealing to the Board of 
Equalization: 

1.  There is a time limit as to when an appeal can be made.  For all 
municipalities and boroughs in Alaska the appeal must be made within thirty 
days after the mailing of the Assessment Notice (AS 29.45.190(b) and KIB 
3.35.050(C)(2)). In the case of Kodiak, these notices are mailed the last day 
of February and a property owner has thirty days or until March 28th or 29th, 
depending if it is a leap year (KIB 3.35.040). 

2. The appeal must be made in writing on the form approved by the Board.  This 
form is available at the Assessing Office. If you cannot get to the office to pick 
up a form, you can request one be emailed, faxed or USPS mailed to you 
(KIB 3.35.050(C)(2). 

3. The property owner has the burden of proof to show that the assessment is 
incorrect. The only grounds for an adjustment to the assessment are proof 
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